
  

 
RUMSON PLANNING BOARD 

          MARCH 2, 2015 
   MINUTES 
 

Vice-Chairman Casazza called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The Roll was called with the following members present:  Casazza, Shanley, Hewitt, Rubin, Baret, 
Williams.  Also present:  Michael Steib (Board Attorney), Fred Andre (Zoning Officer), State Shorthand 
Services. 
 
Resolutions 
 

1. Aaron T. Finch, 64 Waterman Ave. – Mr. Steib presented a resolution for the modification of a 
special condition of the resolution dated 12/2/2013, stating that the applicant will post a 
performance guarantee to insure demolition of the existing garage on new Lot 15.01 if principle 
dwelling is not constructed on the property before 12/2/15, and also insure the construction of a 
new garage on new Lot 15.02.  Councilman Rubin moved to adopt the resolution, and Mr. Shanley 
seconded. 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes (Eligible) – Casazza, Shanley, Williams, Rubin, Hewitt, Baret 
    Nays – None 
Motion carried. 

 
Approval of Minutes 
The January minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Strategic Recovery Planning Grant 
Tom Rogers, Borough Administrator, was present to give the Board an update of things they will be doing 
over the next few months.  He reviewed the work of the subcommittee, and distributed a summary of the 
work done, where the money comes from, and where it will be used, based on the damage experienced 
after Super Storm Sandy.  He noted that the town qualified for grants, and the information is included in 
the report.  Additional funding was also received for a revised Capital Improvement Plan, and a detailed 
summery of each grant was shown to the Board.  Mr. Rogers stated that all town maps will be digital, 
bringing the town up to date.  Inspectors will process inspections on an iPad using a new permit 
processing program. This all will help the process if another storm happens.    
 
The debris management plan was discussed, with Mr. Rogers explaining the issues they had after Sandy 
and how they will manage this going forward.  To date, they have received $290,000 toward these storm 
management plans, and they will apply for additional funding. The work described in the review should 
all be completed by June.  The final step will be to apply for the additional funding by the end of the year. 
 
Martin Truscot, T&M Assoc., spoke about the recovery plans following Mr. Rogers, stating that Rumson 
is ahead of the curve in this area.  He reviewed the Master Plan activities, noting the work done by the 
subcommittee, who put in a lot of effort.  There would not be a lot of changes made and will mostly apply 
to keeping it up to date and focusing on the goals and objectives of the prior Master Plan.  He reviewed 
the changes to the objectives and recommendations.  They addressed the requirements of the hazard 
mitigation plan.  Other things covered under the Re-examination Plan include: 

• Affordable housing, which is still in a state of flux; 
• Elevating homes and the standards involved; 
• Flood plain management plan; 
• Development regulations and recommendations. 
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Master Plan amendments were discussed, with Mr. Truscot mentioning some new perspectives addressed 
by the subcommittee.  Recommendations for community facilities, such as pump stations etc., and how 
these can be protected were also addressed.  Historic structures have been mapped and are included in the 
report, relative to flood hazard areas.  Circulation and emergency evacuation routes were included, and 
Mr. Truscot stressed the importance of the issue.   
 
Mr. Casazza reported on the details included in the subcommittee meetings, and he thinks they came up 
with solutions they feel will be best for the town. 
 
Tom Neff, T&M Assoc., offered to respond to any questions the Board may have on the report.  He 
reviewed the Flood Plain Management plan, which he worked on with people from his office and the 
steering committee.  This plan looks at the Borough and the different hazards due to flooding.  They offer 
some goals and objectives as to how to best handle this issue.  The Flood Plain Management Plan could 
result in a discount on flood insurance premiums in the Borough, which is a process that goes through 
FEMA and includes a number of steps to accomplish to get the lower cost on the flood insurance. 
 
Mr. Neff went over the report for the Board’s information, including proposed projects and activities and 
the ultimate plan to address the projects.  They have also made recommendations as to flood damage 
prevention.   
 
Members of the Board had questions and comments for Mr. Neff regarding aspects of applications with 
regard to grading, drainage, etc.  Mr. Neff noted that they have made the requirements more stringent than 
what previously was required.  Councilman Rubin suggested requiring performance maintenance bonds 
on applications.  Mr. Steib commented that specific standards would need to be applied, but he thinks it 
could be included in the ordinance.  Mr. Rogers further explained the stricter grading plans proposed. 
 
Mr. Casazza thinks more discussion is needed.  Councilman Rubin noted that the Planning Board needs to 
make a recommendation to Borough Council regarding these plans, and at that time, they could include 
their suggestions for these changes to the ordinance with regard to grading.  Mr. Rogers noted that the 
Planning Board’s job is to review the ordinances for consistency, but only as an overview. 
 
Ms. Baret thinks they should look at specific areas, such as West Park, with regard to creating additional 
lots that would be within these repetitive loss areas.  Mr. Truscot said policies can be included in the 
Master Plan to discourage further development in these areas.  Mr. Neff noted that stricter building 
regulations and grading requirements will help to address this issue as well.   
 
Additional ordinance changes were reviewed by Mr. Neff regarding retaining walls and other wall 
requirements, and also porches and landings on raised homes.  The reports will be before the Planning 
Board at a public hearing at the April meeting and made available 10 days before the meeting for the 
public’s information.  Mr. Steib explained the Board’s job as to the recommendations they may want to 
present to Borough Council.   
 
Councilman Rubin said now would be the time to suggest any ordinance changes.  Mr. Casazza agrees 
that the town has become stricter with the storm water management, and asked the Board for their 
comments or recommendations.  Mr. Steib said the key is having a solid ordinance that requires an “as 
built” plan; however, Board members felt problems sometimes do not arise until after the CO is issued. 
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Mr. Andre said that the next meeting will be April 13th.   
 
Mr. Rogers explained the operations of the subcommittee and the long meetings that occurred.  The Board 
thanked them for their efforts. 
 
Other Business 
Mr. Steib reviewed some ongoing legal matters. 
.   
The next meeting will be Monday, April 13, 2015. 
 
There being no further business, motion was made and seconded to adjourn.  Voice Vote:  Ayes, 
unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Patricia Murphy 
      Clerk 


